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Ofsted’s September 2026 toolkit emphasises I N EAR LY YEARS

the intentional, explicit teaching of mathematics.

This moves away from formal lessons, focusing instead on purposeful interactions, a
structured curriculum, and weaving math into everyday routines.

CORE LEARNING AREAS

Effective math teaching is broader than reciting number sequences:

Number Sense: Counting objects, Pattern Awareness: Noticing and
comparing quantities, subitising, creating repeating patterns (ABAB)
and linking numerals to amounts. to build mathematical reasoning.

Spatial Reasoning: Exploring shape, position, size, and distance through
puzzles, block-building, and den construction.

PRACTITIONER ACTIONS

Children learn through meaningful interactions, not just by having resources:
Spot Moments: Use daily contexts Use Objects: Introduce items
like snack time or registration to like pebbles, tens frames, and

introduce math vocabulary naturally.  counters to help visualise digits.

Support Birth to Three: Focus on exploration by singing number
rhymes, counting toes, and using language like "more" or "all gone".

What Inspectors Look For
Settings must demonstrate that mathematics is
woven throughout the entire daily routine:

e A clear curriculum showing logical progression in math skills.

o Strong staff knowledge of early mathematical development and vocabulary.

e A positive mathematical culture that celebrates effort and treats mistakes as
learning opportunities.

The Inspectors will check how practitioners actively interact with
Core children to deepen mathematical understanding, rather than just
FOCUS: Iooking at the resources on shelves.
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